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Helsinki Design Week’s PechaKucha invites fifth graders to take the stage in 
classrooms and schools.

PechaKucha is a presentation concept developed by Japanese architects 
which invites ten speakers on stage, each of whom is to present twenty 
images. Each image is displayed for twenty seconds only, and the speaker is 
not allowed to change the display time. This way each presentation will take 
exactly six minutes and forty seconds. This technical rule is non-negotiable, 
but the content of the talk is completely free. Therefore, the talks are  
always surprising, and this is one of the secret’s of PechaKucha’s success. 

We would like to invite fifth graders to do PechaKucha in their classrooms 
and schools. We offer fifth graders an opportunity to present to an audience 
familiar to them, on a topic important to them on which they have something 
to say and for which there are attractive images available. 

We would like the pupils to think about the following:
What inspires me?
What is important to me?
What would I like the school to teach?

Helsinki Design Week’s Culture Path content proposal for fifth graders (and 
why not others, too) is PechaKucha because we believe that school children 
have plenty to say. When the pupils organize their PechaKucha presentations 
with their teachers, the content is guaranteed to reach an audience from the 
festival production’s perspective, it can be performed remotely as is appro-
priate for this time, and it does not require a separate budget. Perhaps the 
teachers’ lounge, too, will become inspired to try PechaKucha. A lot can be 
communicated with twenty pictures. With this concept, we hope to human 
increase interaction in general. 

Helsinki Design Week is the largest design festival in the Nordic countries organized  
annually in September. We present design at large and also produce content related  
to urban culture, fashion and architecture. 
 This year the festival is held from 3 to 13 September. PechaKucha Night is one of our 
main events, and we have organized these events in Helsinki for nearly twenty years.  
PechaKucha is a licensed format, and the license is owned by Helsinki Design Week  
organizer Luovi Productions. 
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TOOL BOX  
For teachers
 

What?
PechaKucha is a presentation concept that makes each speaker consider ca-
refully what they want to say. 
 This event has gained worldwide popularity because it lets each speaker 
show 20 images, each of which is displayed for 20 seconds only. This way the 
duration of each presentation is exactly six minutes and forty seconds. The 
images must be of high-resolution quality, and copyrights must be considered 
when presenting them. That is all; there are no other rules. 
The topic is completely free, and these events often inspire the speakers to 
present surprising ideas. The best presentations involve passion, enthusiasm 
or some other powerful emotion. Over the years we have heard, for example, 
from a chef’s spa interest, a designer’s mishaps with home renovation, and a 
graphic designer’s love for 1970s desserts. 

We would like the pupils to be encouraged to think about the following:
What inspires me?
What is important to me?
What would I like the school to teach?

We offer PechaKucha as part of Culture Path because we believe that fifth 
graders have plenty to say. This event is to be organized in classrooms free of 
charge, and it is a new and exciting way to participate in a design festival. 

How?
The teacher can divide the pupils into teams, or the PechaKucha presentati-
on can be assigned to pupils individually. The topics can be specified together 
or individually. The teachers can choose from where and how to source the 
twenty pictures. We hope that copyrights are considered in the process and 
that the copyright holder’s name is mentioned on the image, e.g. in the bot-
tom right corner. 
 The presentations are uploaded separately to Google Slides or in Power-
Point format. The presentation is to be timed in advance so that each image 
only shows for twenty seconds. 

PechaKucha can be organized as part of teaching under various subjects: 
creating the presentation and searching for images develops visual percepti-
on and information management skills. Using the PechaKucha concept requi-
res some presentation skills and also an ability to focus on storytelling, and 
it encourages speakers to find a critical point of view.

When?
Helsinki Design Week and Children’s Design Week are held from 3 to 13 Sep-
tember, but PechaKucha can be organized anytime outside these dates, too. 
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TOOL BOX 
For pupils
 

“What interests and excites you right now?”

PechaKucha is Japanese and means to chat. 
 Twenty years ago in Tokyo, a group of architects invented a presentation 
method to tell each other about the buildings and cities they had designed. 
They had so much to say that they needed to create a rule so that everyone 
got an equal time and opportunity to present their project. Each speaker only 
got to show twenty pictures and only speak about each picture for twenty 
seconds. This time limit cannot be broken, so the duration of each presenta-
tion is exactly six minutes and forty seconds. 
 PechaKucha became so popular that various creative professionals from 
architects to graphic and other designers and photographers wanted to  
organize their own PechaKucha events. 

Not being able to influence the length of the presentation makes it an exci-
ting experience. Sometimes six minutes and forty seconds can feel like a real-
ly long time, and sometimes it flies by in the blink of an eye. It is important 
that the audience roots for the speaker and rewards the pechakucha presen-
ter with a big hand in the end! 
 It is interesting to give new meaning to images. It has been estimated that 
people have taken more than 3.5 trillion photographs after the camera was 
invented. 
 And we are only talking about photos here! The number is much, much bigger 
if we count in paintings and drawings. 

PechaKucha presentations are now being held in more than 1200 cities across 
the world; in addition to Asia, the concept is used in America, Europe and 
Africa. One reason for their popularity may be that there are no rules for the 
content. This means that each speaker can say what ever they like. The most 
important thing is that the pictures support the presentation and create a 
cohesive story. 

What have you been particularly excited about lately? 
What have you been thinking about? 
What important thing people are not talking about enough?
Which are the most beautiful buildings in your neighbourhood and  
why do you think so?



Tips for the PechaKucha presenter:
 

 — Choose a topic that you have a lot to say about. Something that is  
important, familiar or exciting to you.   

 — Think about the structure of your presentation as a story with  
a beginning, middle part and end. 

 — Choose images that are interesting to see, even without the talk.  
Plan carefully what to say about each picture. 

 — Practice your presentation a few times in advance. By practicing you  
will know how much can be said during the twenty seconds.  

 — When it is your turn to give the PechaKucha presentation, remember to 
speak clearly and directly to the audience. When it is your turn to be the 
audience, remember to root for the presenter and give them a big hand  
in the end. 

How did your PechaKucha do? We would love to hear about your experience! 
You can share it on social media using hashtags 
@helsinkidesignweek #helsinkidesignweek #pechakuchahelsinki

We would also love to hear your thoughts and development ideas for Pecha-
Kucha as part of Culture Path. You can contact the Helsinki Design Week 
team by email at info@helsinkidesignweek.com.


